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HOGWASH
Synopsis
Three participants are selected to answer a question posed by the host. To one of the three participants, the host will privately 
message the word “Hogwash”. This person must tell a lie while the other two answer truthfully. The remaining group works 
together to determine who is being untruthful by asking follow-up questions and ultimately putting it to a vote, before the 
‘Hogwasher’ is revealed.

Ideal Group Size
Any size

Instructions to Read to Participants
Ÿ Can everyone view the chat feature? If not, please turn it on now. (Send a test message to make sure everyone knows where to access the chat.)
Ÿ In this activity I will ask a question to three of you and all except one must give a truthful answer. 
Ÿ After posing the question, I will privately message the word “HOGWASH” to one of the three. That person must provide an 

untrue answer to the question. The hogwasher’s answer should be completely untrue, not just partially untrue. For instance, if I 
were to ask what their favourite TV show is, the ‘Hogwasher’ should reply with a show they dislike, or make up a show that 
doesn’t exist, rather than saying a show they kind of like, but just would not deem as their favourite. Does everyone 
understand this distinction?

Ÿ As a group, the rest of you will then work together to determine who is not being truthful, by asking the three participants 
follow-up questions and discussing amongst yourselves.

Ÿ After discussion the group will vote, then the Hogwasher will be revealed.
Ÿ There is no scoring for this game. For each round either the Hogwasher will win by successfully bluffing, or the larger group will 

win by correctly identifying the liar.
Ÿ Are there any questions before we begin?

Notes and Tips for Host
Ÿ Depending on overall group size, you may want to write down everyone’s names in advance to keep track of who you have 

already selected to answer questions, and ensure everyone who wishes can have a turn. You may ask for volunteers to answer 
the questions, or you might want to rotate through your participants.

Ÿ Consider typing your private “HOGWASH” message in the chat immediately before you ask the question, then hit send right 
after you pose the question so that there is not a big delay. Tell the three participants when the message has been sent so that 
they can check to see if they are the chosen Hogwasher.

Ÿ Give the three participants adequate time after the question is posed to collect their thoughts before answering. 
Ÿ After the answers have been given, do not let deliberation take exceedingly long. Tell the group when it is time to vote if you 

feel they have had enough time, or pre-determine a deliberation time limit such as two minutes.
Ÿ Don’t drag the game out. If you have a large group and you are just breaking the ice, three rounds may be sufficient.

Sample Questions
Ÿ As a child, what did you want to be when you grew up?
Ÿ What are you wearing on your feet right now?
Ÿ What is your favourite month of the year?
Ÿ Brie�y share a really happy moment in your life.
Ÿ What is your least favourite day of the week?
Ÿ What animal do you really dislike or fear?
Ÿ Where is a bucket list place you would like to travel?
Ÿ Describe your ideal slice of pizza.
Ÿ Give a random fact about yourself. (This question can be used 

multiple times in the same game.)

Ÿ Brie�y share a time when you were scared.
Ÿ What is a dish/meal that you like to cook or prepare?
Ÿ What is your favourite type of international cuisine?

Ÿ What is a hobby that you used to do more often?
Ÿ What is something you regret having purchased?
Ÿ What is a type of video you often watch on YouTube 

(ex. DIY crafting, fail videos, dog rescues, etc.)
Ÿ Who is one of the most inspirational people you have 

known?
Ÿ Name a household chore you really hate doing.
Ÿ Describe a costly mistake you made.
Ÿ If you could live anywhere, where would it be?
Ÿ What would you change about yourself if you could?
Ÿ What was your favourite subject in grade school?

For more ideas, Google “Getting to know you questions”
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