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POPULARIOUS
Synopsis
The host poses opinion-style questions and participants write down, not necessarily their own opinion, but their guess as to the 
group's most popular answer. Points are awarded for those whose answers match with others.

Ideal Group Size
5-15 participants

Instructions to Read to Participants
Ÿ Can everyone please get a pen and a piece of paper?
Ÿ I will read you a question. Write on your paper the answer you believe most people in this group will write down.
Ÿ When everyone has written their answer, we will read them one-by-one. You will get one point for each person who wrote the 

same answer that you did. So if you wrote the same answer as one other person you get one point, two other people—two 
points, and so on. If no one’s answer matches yours, you get no points for that round.

Ÿ Please keep a running tally of your own score on your paper.
Ÿ REMEMBER! Don’t answer the question with your own opinion. Answer what you think most other people will write.
Ÿ Are there any questions before we begin?

Notes and Tips for Host
Ÿ This is a game where you, as host, can play along! Being the host gives you no advantage over the other participants.
Ÿ It’s better to ask and go through the answers to one question at a time, rather than asking a series of questions, and then going 

through all the answers. When doing them one at a time, participants have the opportunity to gauge how others think and get 
to know each other throughout the activity, rather than just at the end.

Ÿ Candid interaction between questions is great! People might want to share what their answer would have been if they weren’t 
trying to guess the most popular answer, or they may want to make a case for the answer they wrote. 

Ÿ Answers do not have to match exactly, but should bear the same general idea in order to score points. If there is strong 
disagreement from players, take it to a vote.

Ÿ If used as an icebreaker, don’t let the activity go too long. Perhaps �ve to ten questions is the max you will want to do. If used 
as a party game, carefully gauge the players’ interest. If it seems to be waning, say “this will be our last question”.

Ÿ If the game is going well and anyone is so-inclined, allow participants to pose their own questions.

Sample Questions
Ÿ What season seems the shortest?
Ÿ What is the most boring sport to watch?
Ÿ What is the sweetest fruit?
Ÿ What is the optimal bedtime for adults?
Ÿ What is the most exciting Winter Olympic sport?
Ÿ What is the most popular State to visit in the US?
Ÿ Who is the most famous living person right now?
Ÿ What is the most universally disliked vegetable?
Ÿ What is the tastiest baby food?
Ÿ Who is/was the all-time greatest athlete?
Ÿ What wild animal in North America is most feared? (Change 

to your regional context if needed.)

Ÿ On average, how many hours does it take to make a 1000 
piece jigsaw puzzle?

Ÿ What country has the best cuisine?
Ÿ How many times per week does the average person �oss?
Ÿ What is the prettiest season?
Ÿ What is the most dreaded month of the year?
Ÿ What is the most popular wall colour?
Ÿ What is the second most popular pizza topping?

Ÿ What is the best day of the week?
Ÿ In which teenage year (13–19) do young people create the 

most trouble/worry for their parents?
Ÿ What time should a 5-year old go to bed?
Ÿ How many years do people keep an average pair of 

underpants before tossing them?
Ÿ What is the most commonly texted emoticon/emoji?
Ÿ What is the most common “bucket list” activity?
Ÿ What profession is the most trusted?
Ÿ What’s the best car colour?
Ÿ How many people out of every 10 in North America have at 

least one tattoo? (Change to your regional context if needed.)

Ÿ What’s the ideal age to get married?
Ÿ What animal produces the cutest babies?
Ÿ Besides water, what is the most commonly drunk beverage in 

North America? (Change to your regional context if needed.)

Ÿ How many cats does a woman need to be considered a “crazy 
cat lady”?

Ÿ By the time they turn 50, how many speeding tickets has the 
average licensed male accumulated?
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